
Excerpt from March 22, 2022 Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
8. Request from the Churchill Family of 1 Forrest Lane for the conveyance of  

additional property from the Town 
 

Carpenter said in September of last year, the Board approved a request from the Churchill 

Family Trust to quitclaim a 50 ft. x 62 ft. parcel of Town-owned land at 1 Forrest Lane that 

sits beneath a garage structure on the property. He said now the Churchill family is seeking 

Board approval for a second quitclaim deed request, this time comprising two small 

adjacent parcels totaling .12 acres that would encompass lands that now include a fenced 

dog yard and a septic system on the property. He said, if the Board is amenable to the 

request, the next step would be to authorize Ramsay to work with Counsel on drafting a 

quitclaim deed for your approval and begin the required public notification process. He 

said the last time the Churchill family covered all legal expenses, but not Ramsay’s staff 

time. He said maybe at some point we’re going to need to think about asking them to pay 

for staff time as well.  

Brown asked why this wasn’t all done in one deed, and Ramsay said they weren’t aware 

until the surveyor was out there that the dog yard and septic system were also on Town 

land. Brown said they dog fence is recent, so why would they build the fence and then ask 

the Town for the land. There was extensive discussion over the placement of the property 

lines and the location of the various items, and if this would be the final request for land to 

accommodate all their needs.  

Fuentes-George moved to authorize Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay to work with Counsel 

to draft a quitclaim deed for .12 acres of Town-owned located at 1 Forrest Lane, for Board 

examination and approval. Seeley seconded the motion. 

Churchill’s neighbor, Fred Dunnington, said his land also abutted Town of Middlebury 

property. He said it’s awkward for someone to build something on Town-owned land and 

then ask the Town to give them the land. He said he hopes the Town discourages the 

principal of expropriating land for an adjoining property owner’s use and then practically 

giving it away.  

He said there’s a gravel area behind the garage that the Churchill’s are still going to use, 

and this land transaction will make the property more sellable.  There was further 

discussion on the size of the parcel and the value. Fuentes-George withdrew her motion 

until such time as there is further information regarding the market value of the acreage 

under consideration. 


